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legislators, and three of them in January joined the Opposition members
to elect Cameron over Forney. This defeat, after he had interfered, made
Buchanan feel that he had lost face.17
This blow to his prestige came at a time when he was having particu-
lar trouble with his cabinet making. After Appleton went to Washing-
ton to close the Union deal he had reported much southern sentiment
favoring the inclusion of J. Clancy Jones in the cabinet. Also he and
Forney had persuaded Cobb to reconsider his refusal to accept anything
but the State Department; Cobb had agreed that Cass had prior claims
and he would give place to him, but to him only. Buchanan therefore
thought to give Cobb the second post as Secretary of the Treasury and
another to Jones as pleasing to the South.18 He also expected to follow
the endorsement of the Virginia electors and take Floyd.
These prospective decisions raised a row with the Hunter faction in
Virginia and with Forney. The Hunter men did not relish this Wise-
Floyd alliance with a direct line into the White House. Senator Hunter
had ambitions for 1860, so his friends now put him forward for the
State Department, hoping to win Wise's approval by proposing him
for the Senate. Forney was stung almost to frenzy by his own senatorial
defeat and by the possibility of cabinet appointments for his old enemies,
Jones and Hunter. He went off on a violent rampage of cabinet making.
He wanted a place there himself; if he couldn't be editor or senator he
wanted a department. If he could not go into the Administration Jones
must not. Nor must Hunter; against him, Forney rushed to support
Robert J. Walker. Poor pregnant Mrs. Forney wrote Buchanan a pitiful
appeal, asking the Post Office Department for her now generally inebri-
ated spouse who, she wrote, could neither eat nor sleep.19
Buchanan, suffering from Forney's defeat, at last decided that he had
better go to Washington himself. He could not let people there believe
that Forney's rages were representations of his will. For a few days he
was delayed by a tremendous blizzard which isolated Lancaster, but
when traffic was opened January 26 he proceeded to the capital, where
he registered at the National Hotel run by his old Lancaster friend,
John Guy. He was entertained at dinner by President Pierce, attended
a reception at the White House, and talked with many. He made in-
quiries about General Cass's health. He saw Cobb and Douglas and